WAGES

Wages in the cotton mills varied according to the age and experience of the employee, and also depended on whether it was a job with a set wage, or piece-work.   Throughout the years, women were always paid less than men.   The most highly paid members of the workforce were the millwrights, (mechanics and engineers) and stonemasons.

In 1801, millwrights earned 14s 3d or 12s 3d a week, a mason 10s a week and a wood turner between 8s 9d and 10s 9d.

Wages around 1820

“The wages of those under 18 years of age, per week, are, for the males that work by day, 4. 3d; for the females 3s. 5d; and for those that work by the piece, 5s 4d for the former, and 4s 7d for the latter.   The average weekly wages of those above 18 years of age are, for men, for women 6s, by the day; and 14s 10d for the former, and 8s. for the latter by the piece.

In addition there are about 240 women, (chiefly heads of families) employed partially in picking cotton, whose earnings amount to an average of 2s 8d per week.   Every person in this establishment contributes one sixtieth part of his wages to a common fund, which is appropriate to his relief, in the time of sickness, besides which there is a savings’ bank for the work people, whose deposits as taken last Christmas, amounted to £3,193  14s 10d”.
From Edward Baines:  “New Lanark, A Failure !!”

Baines visited New Lanark to report on Robert Owen’s establishment for the Poor Law Commissioners of Leeds.   He was very impressed by what he found at New Lanark.   (The title is ironic).   He was an MP, and author of a book called “History of the Cotton Manufacturing in Great Britain” published in 1835.

Wages in the 1830’s

In 1833, the mill manager at New Lanark stated that the wages of a male spinner were from 16 – 20 shillings a week, a female from 7s 6d to 9s, or perhaps a little more; reelers were paid from 7s – 9s, and the young workers from 1s to 6s 6d.

For other information on wages see pp. 21, 37, 46, 47, 67, 86, 87, 127, 128, 130, 135, 139, 141, and 143 of the Standard Grade Resource Pack “Investigating New Lanark” available in the Gift Shop or by Mail Order.

LIST OF WAGES 1800

Millwrights

Henry Bouglas







       

14/3 per week

John Walker









12/-  per week

Walter Afflick









12/-  per week

William Bannatyne








12/-  per week

Wood Turners

John Cunningham








 9/9   per week

John Mulross








          10/9   per week

Arthur Cleland









  8/9  per week

Hagmen for turners

John Lyon









  8/9  per week

William Tait









  7/6  per week

Masons for repairs

James Sutherland








 10/-  per week

James Carruthers








 10/-  per week

James Melville









   9/-  per week

Doorkeepers and Watchmen






   

George Mason









   8/-  per week

George Menzies








   2/4  per week

Joiners for Jobbing


David Thompson








  11/-  per week

Andrew Stevenson








    9/-  per week

John Forrest









  10/-  per week

James Fraser









  14/3 per week

Extract from the Wages Book for 1800, in the Gourock Ropework Co. MSS.
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