NEW LANARK POPULATION AND EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS

	Source of Information
	    Year
	Population
	Employed at New Lanark

	1st Statistical Account for Lanarkshire

Robert Owen’s autobiography

Gourock Ropework Co. MSS.

(Glasgow University Archives)

New Lanark Register of Births, Deaths and Marriages

Census Returns

Factory Inspectorate Report

2nd Statistical Account for Lanarkshire

Census Returns

Gourock Ropework Co. Mss.

Census Returns

Report by Sam Wyatt, N L Mills

Statement by J Birkmyre of the Gourock Ropework Co.

3rd Statistical Account for Lanarkshire

Report to New Lanark

Working Party “ A future for 

New Lanark” 1973

New Lanark Conservation Trust -

New Lanark Trading Ltd -

New Lanark Hotels Ltd -

+ Other Village Businesses
	     1791

     1793

     1800

     1806

     1807

     1808

     1809

     1810

     1811

     1815

    1818

    1821

    1831

    1833

    1834

    1841

    1851

    1861

    1871

    1881

    1885

    1891

    1901

    1917

    1924

    1951

    1964

    1972

    1973

    2001


	     1519

     1793

     1818

     1837

     1976

     2007

     2117

     2300

     2300

     1901

     1901

     1644

     1807

     1397

       973

       706

       672

       795

       900

       550

       300

       121

       108

       185
	     981

   1334

   1750

   1386

   1562

   1480

   1486

     930

   1110

   1400

     622

     223

     402

     450

     350

       20

     200




NOTES:  The table shows the population of New Lanark from the late 18th C. when it was founded as a cotton manufacturing settlement, up to the present day.   Figures for the numbers of people employed in the village are given where they are known.   In 1800, about 500 of the workforce were apprentice children aged between 5 and 10.  Owen did not allow children under 10 to work.   In 1825, ownership of the mills passed from Owen to the Walkers (sons of one of Owen’s own partners) and in 1881, they changed hands again, coming into the ownership of the Birkmyre family of the Gourock Ropework Co.   In 1968, the cotton-mills closed down, and they were bought by a Scrap Metal Company.

Before 1968, almost all the employment in the village was in the mills.   From 1974 when the New Lanark Conservation Trust was formed, New Lanark has been restored and developed as a major tourist attraction, with Visitor Centre, Youth Hostel, Hotel & self-catering accommodation, various shops and small businesses.   About 180 people live in the village.   Most people who work in New Lanark travel in from the surrounding area.   In 2002, 15 people both lived and worked in the village.   There are still people living in New Lanark who once worked in the cotton-mills (mostly now retired) and many villagers travel to work in the surrounding areas.
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