
EDUCATIONAL TOURS @ New Lanark 
This is a table of all guided tours available to school groups.  
All tours must be pre-booked.  
 

Note: New Lanark is living and working community. Tour routes may be subject to change due to village events; maintenance; 
adverse weather or busy periods. Tours are cross-curricular in theme so be aware that there will be some overlap in tour 
content. Please bear this in mind if you book a double tour. 
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Tour Name Tour Themes 
(Content adjusted accordingly)  

Tour may include Curricular Link/Level Suitable 
for 

Useful Teaching Resources 

 
The Story of  
New Lanark  
[General Tour] 

 
General history of New Lanark; 
Daily life & work in the C19th; 
Robert Owen’s social reforms; 
mill closure, restoration of the 
village 

 
 
A selection of exhibits 
& buildings chosen by 
the guide 

 
Social Studies (All Levels)  
 
NQ: Standard Grade History, 
Geography & Modern Studies 
 

 
Primary 
Secondary 

 
A selection of supporting booklets and 
information factsheets are available ~ 
(see page 14) 

 
The Industrial 
Revolution 

 
Water power; technological 
change; cotton; factory 
system; child labour & factory 
law; mill accidents; workers; 
emigration; living & working 
conditions; wages; Robert 
Owen’s reforms 

 
- Water wheel & lade 
- Engine House 
- Textile machinery   
- Cotton exhibition 
- Millworkers’ House 
- Village Store 

 
Social Studies: 
People, past events & societies 
Levels Second - Senior 
 
NQ: Standard Grade History 
 
 

 
Primary 
Secondary 

 
Primary/S2: Teaching Pack: 
New Lanark & the Industrial 
Revolution.  
Standard Grade Teaching Packs: 
Investigating New Lanark – 1785-1830 
& 1830-1930 
Factsheets: 3, 7, 9,11 & 15 (page 15) 

 
The Victorians 

 
Working class living conditions 
& diet; work in the mills & child 
labour; education; cotton; 
Robert Owen’s reforms; rich & 
poor 

 
- Millworkers’ House 
- Textile machinery  
- Water  wheel & lade 
- Village Store 
- Mr Owen’s House 

 
Social Studies: 
People, past events & societies 
Level  Second 

 
Primary 
 

 
A selection of supporting booklets and 
information factsheets are available ~ 
(see page 14) 
 

 
Living & Working 
Conditions  - 
Past & Present 

 
Life & work in the village in 
C19th & early C20th; Robert 
Owen’s reforms; changes in 
technology in the home; diet 
& household goods; 
contrasting millworkers & 
managers’ homes; restoration 
& living in New Lanark today. 
 

 
- Millworkers’ House 
- Mr Owen’s House 
- Village Store 
- Textile machinery 

 
Social Studies: 
People, past events & societies 
Levels Second-Senior 
 
NQ: Standard Grade History 

 
Primary 
Secondary 

 
Primary/S2: Teaching Pack 
Living in New Lanark 1790s-1990s  
Standard Grade Teaching Packs: 
Investigating New Lanark – 1785-1830 
& 1830-1930 
Booklet: 1. Living in New Lanark  
Factsheets: 3 & 15 (see page 15) 
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New Lanark: 
A Settlement 
Study 

 
The River, water power; land 
use; industry & development; 
buildings & function; transport 
links; population & resources; 
sustainability & conservation; 
tourism & leisure; 
environmental impact & 
protection 

 
- Weir & Head Sluice 
- Water wheel & lade 
- Engine House 
- Housing 
- Mill buildings 
- The Institute 
This tour does not visit 
the Falls of Clyde 

 
Social Studies: 
People, place & environment 
Levels Second-Senior 
 
NQ: Standard Grade 
Geography 

 
Primary 
Secondary 

 
Primary/S2: Teaching Pack 
New Lanark & the Falls of Clyde 
 
Factsheets for secondary: 5 & 8 
(see page 15) 

 
The Power Trail  

 
The River, water power, steam 
power; & hydro-electrcity; 
supply & demand; the cotton 
mills & production; transport; 
changes in technology &  
living conditions; Robert 
Owen’s reforms; c21st 
technology; energy 
conservation 

 
- Weir & Head Sluice 
- Water wheel & lade 
- Engine House 
- Turbine House 
- Retort House 
- Textile machinery 
- Millworkers’ House 
This tour does not visit 
Bonnington Linn 
Power Station. 

 
Science: Energy in the 
Environment 
Social Studies: People, place & 
environment 
Levels Second-Senior 
 
NQ: Standard Grade 
Geography & Physics 
 

 
Primary 
Secondary 

 
This tour can be self-led using the  
Booklet: New Lanark Power Trail 
(see page 14) 

 
Falls of Clyde 
Wildlife Walks 
& the Scottish 
Wildlife Trust 

 
For wildlife walks and specific topics on biology, habitats, local wildlife, biodiversity, pond  
dipping, tree management, etc enjoy a session with the experts from the  Scottish 
Wildlife Trust’s Ranger Service on: 01555 665262. The Scottish Wildlife Trust Visitor Centre is 
located in New Lanark at the Dyeworks. 
Access to the Reserve is FREE is you are unguided.  Children must be supervised at all 
times on the path. This may not be suitable for certain groups. A pre-visit by group 
leaders is recommended. 
 

 
Upper 
Primary 
Secondary 

 
Primary/S2: Teaching Pack 
New Lanark & the Falls of Clyde 
 
Contact the Scottish Wildlife Trust for 
alternative science resources. 
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Citizenship & 
Enterprise -  
Robert Owen & 
his model 
community 

 
Robert Owen’s background; 
mill manager & entrepreneur; 
beliefs; education system & 
child labour; living & working 
conditions; cooperative, 
utopian ideas; New Harmony; 
Trade Unionism; community & 
participation; restoration and 
conservation of the village. 
 

 
- The Institute  
- Textile machinery 
- Millworkers’ House 
- Village Store 
- Historic classroom 
- Mr Owen’s House 

 
Social Studies: 
People in society, economy & 
business 
Levels Second-Senior 
 
NQ: Standard Grade  
Modern Studies 

 
Primary 
Secondary 

 
Primary/S2 Teaching Pack 
Mr Owen’s Model Village: 
Communities & Conservation 
 
Mr Owen’s Model Village – Story of 
New Lanark for Children 
 

   
Travel & Tourism 

 
Mill closure & site regeneration; 
New Lanark Conservation Trust; 
sustainability & conservation; 
building use; Visitor Centre & 
facilities; Hotel; Wildlife Trust; 
resources; UNESCO; 
environmental impact; visitors 
and the market 

 
- River side 
- New Buildings 
- The Institute 
- Hotel 
- Waterhouses 
- Turbine House 
- The School 
- The Dyeworks 
- Roof garden 
 

 
NQ: Intermediate to Advanced 
Higher – Travel & Tourism 
 

 
Secondary 

 
Higher Support Pack: 
New Lanark: A Travel and Tourism 
Case Study 
 
Factsheets: 1 & 14 (see page 15) 
 
The Story of New Lanark 

 
Key:  Curriculum for Excellence – Based on levels, outcomes and experiences 
          NQ – National Qualifications 
 
 To book a tour contact the Bookings Team at New Lanark Trust  

by telephone: 01555 661 345 
by email: trust@newlanark.org 
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